Chapter XXX
INFLUENCE   OF   DEMOCRACY   UPON   SOCIAL   AND
DOMESTIC   RELATIONS
... I HAVE always considered England as the country*
in the world where, in our time, the bond of domestic
service is drawn most tightly, and France as the
country where it is most relaxed. Xowhere have I
seen masters stand so high or so low as in these two
countries. Between these two extremes the Americans
are to be placed. Such is the fact as it appears upon
the surface of things : to discover the causes of that
fact, it is necessary to search the matter thoroughly.
No communities have ever yet existed in which
social conditions have been so equal that there were
neither rich nor poor, and consequently neither
masters nor servants. Democracy does not prevent
the existence of these two classes, but it changes their
dispositions and modifies their mutual relations.
Among aristocratic nations servants form a distinct
class, not more variously composed than that of
masters. A settled order is soon established; in the
former as well as in the latter class a scale is formed,
with numerous distinctions or marked gradations of
rank, and generations succeed each other thus with-
out any change of position. ... In the society of
servants, as in that of masters, men exercise a great
influence over each other : they acknowledge settled
rules, and in the absence of law they are guided by a
sort of public opinion : their habits are settled, and
their conduct is placed under a certain control. . . .
Equality of conditions turns servants and masters
into new beings, and places them in new relative
positions. When social conditions are nearly equal,
men are constantly changing their situations in life :
there is still a class of menials and a class of masters,